Application No. 09/527,313 

Amendment "C" dated November 13, 2003 

Reply to Office Action of August 13, 2003 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



Listing of Claims: 



' Claims 1-44 ( Cancel l ed )- 




Claim 45. (Currently Amended) A system for receiving electronic program guide 
(EPG) data from one or more pPG data providers in a plurality of one or mor e data formats and 
for providing consolidated E|PG data available in a standardized format to one or more 
applications running on the system, comprising: 

an EPG services module for receiving EPG data from a plurality of the one or 
more EPG data providem and providing consolidated EPG data in a standardized format 
to the one or more applications residing on the system, the EPG services module 
comprising: 

one or moJe EPG loader modules with a separate EPG loader module for 
each EPG data source, each EPG loader module being configured to receive EPG 
data from an EPG data provider in a native format used by the EPG data provider 
and including computer executable instructions for converting the EPG data 
received from the EPG data provider from its native format to a standardized 
format compatible} with the EPG services module and the one or more 
applications; 

an EPG writjpr module logically connected to each of the one or more EPG 
loader modules with! computer executable instructions for 

collecting the EPG data in the standardized format from the one or 
more EPG loader modules; 

enforcing a scaling of the collected EPG data according to factors 



provided by aluser; and 

writing at l e ast a portion of the scaled EPG data of the standardized 
format to a storage associated with the system; and 
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* 



an EPG control module having computer executableAnstructions for 

receiving requests for EPG data from the one or more applications; 
retrieving the EPG data responsive to the request from the storage; 

and / 

returning the requested EPG data to the one or more applications; 



and / 

an application program interface configured to provide a standardized interface 
between the EPG control module and the one or more applications requiring EPG data, 

such that the system can be readily modified to add additional EPG data 
providers, to remove existing EPG data providers, o/ to accommodate changes in the 
native formats of existing or future EPG data prov/ders without having to modify or 
update the code of any of the one or more applications. 

Claim 46 (Cancelled). / 



Claim 47. (Currently Amended) A system as defined in claim 45, wherein th e writ e r 
modul e further comprises computer ex e cutabl e instructions for scaling th e coll e ct e d EPG data 
according to at l e ast on e of th e following the facto/s provided by [[a]] the user befor e writing the 
EPG data to th e storag e comprise at least one of /he followine factors : time; language; richness; 
channels, and services. / 

Claim 48. (Previously Presentea) A system as defined in claim 45, wherein the writer 
module further comprises computer executable instructions for resolving conflicts between EPG 
data received from two or more EPG data providers. 

Claim 49. (Previously Pj/esented) A system as defined in claim 45, wherein the one 
or more loader modules further comprise computer executable instructions for implementing a 
priority scheme. / 
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Claim 50. (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 45, wherein the EPG 
writer module further comprises computer executable instructions for limiting /ttie amount of the 
EPG data that may be placed in the storage. / 

/ 

Claim 51. (Previously Presented) A system as defined in claim 50, wherein the EPG 
writer module further comprises computer executable instructions ffir removing expired EPG 
data from the storage. 



Claim 52. (Previously Presented) A system as deficfed in claim 51, wherein the EPG 
writer module further comprises computer executable instru^ions for keeping the last EPG data 
stored to a particular portion of the storage. 



Claim 53. (Previously Presented) A syste/i as defined in claim 45, wherein the 
storage is a database. 



Claim 54. (Previously Presented) A System as defined in claim 45, wherein the one 
or more EPG loader modules further comprised computer executable instructions for recording 
EPG data with digital recordings of programming represented by the EPG data. 

Claim 55. (Previously Preserved) A system as defined in claim 45, wherein each of 
the EPG loader modules is capable of beTing added to the device and removed from the device. 

Claim 56. (New) In a /ystem having one or more applications, a method for 
receiving electronic program guid/ (EPG) data from multiple EPG data providers in a plurality 
of data formats and for storing/consolidated EPG data available in a standardized format in 
storage comprising the acts of: 

receiving EPy data from a plurality of EPG data provides in a plurality of 

different formats; 
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reformatting the EPG data into a standardized format compatibleAvith the system; 

enforcing a scaling of the reformatted EPG data according to factors provided by 
a user; and / 

writing the scaled and reformatted EPG data into a storage associated with the 
system. / 

Claim 57. (New) A method as defined in claim 56, wherem the act of receiving EPG 
data from a plurality of EPG data provides in a plurality of different formats comprises the 
following: / 

an act of receiving EPG data from a first EPG data provider using a first loader module; 
and / 

an act of receiving EPG data from a second EPG data provider using a second loader 
module. / 

Claim 58. (New) A method as defined in/ Claim 57, further comprising the 
following: / 



an act of implementing conflict resolution for the first and second loader modules. 

Claim 59. (New) A method as defined' in claim 57, wherein the first and second 
loader modules follow a priority scheme. / 

Claim 60. (New) A method as defmed in claim 56, wherein the act of enforcing a 
scaling of the EPG data further comprises an alt of scaling the EPG data according to at least one 
of the factors of: time; language; richness; channels, and services. 

Claim 61. (New) A method as defined in claim 56, further comprising an act of 
limiting the amount of the scaled and reformatted EPG data that may be placed in the storage. 
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Claim 62. (New) A method as defined in claim 56, further ^mprising an act of 
removing expired EPG data from the storage. 

Claim 63. (New) A method as defined in claim 56, farther comprising an act of 
accessing, for the one or more applications, the EPG data in the storage. 

Claim 64. (New) A computer program product for use in a system having one or 
more applications, the computer program product for implementing a method for receiving 
electronic program guide (EPG) data from multiple EPG dafa providers in a plurality of data 
formats and for storing consolidated EPG data available in a'standardized format in storage, the 
computer program product comprising one or more computer-readable media having thereon 
computer-executable instructions that, when executed by^>ne or more processors of the system, 
cause the system to perform the following: 

detecting receipt of EPG data from a pj^rality of EPG data provides in a plurality 
of different formats; 

reformatting the EPG data into a standardized format compatible with the system; 
enforcing a scaling of the reformatted EPG data according to factors provided by 
a user; and 

writing the scaled and reformatted EPG data into a storage associated with the 

system. 

Claim 65. (New) A computer program product as defined in claim 64, wherein the 
computer-executable instructions for performing the act of detecting receipt of EPG data from a 
plurality of EPG data provides in a plurality of different formats comprise computer-executable 
instructions for performing the following: 

an act of detecting receipt o^EPG data from a first EPG data provider using a first loader 
module; and 

an act of detecting receipt of EPG data from a second EPG data provider using a second 
loader module. 
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Claim 66. (New) A computer program product as defined ir/ Claim 65, wherein the 
one or more computer-readable media further have thereon computer-executable instructions 
that, when executed by the one or more processors, cause the system to implement conflict 

resolution for the first and second loader modules. ^ 

/ 

/ 

Claim 67. (New) A computer program product Is defined in claim 64, wherein 
computer-executable instructions for enforcing a scaling of the EPG data further comprise 
computer-executable instructions for scaling the EPG data Recording to at least one of the factors 
of: time; language; richness; channels, and services. 



Claim 68. (New) A computer program product as defined in claim 64, wherein the 
one or more computer-readable media further have thereon computer-executable instructions 
that, when executed by the one or more processors, cause the system to limit the amount of the 
scaled and reformatted EPG data that may be placed in the storage. 

Claim 69. (New) A computer program product as defined in claim 64, wherein the 
one or more computer-readable media further have thereon computer-executable instructions 
that, when executed by the one or more/processors, cause the system to remove expired EPG 
data from the storage. 

Claim 70. (New) A computer program product as defined in claim 64, wherein the 
one or more computer-readable media further have thereon computer-executable instructions 
that, when executed by the one or more processors, cause the system to access the EPG data in 
the storage for the one or more applications. 
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